








EE GRANTS & AWARDS

Funding Opportunities

Among all the challenges environmental education faces,
often funding is the single largest. Below are a list of some
of the grant available for environmental education.

Siemens We Can Change the World

Challenge

Deadline: March 15, 2011

Website: www.wecanchange.com

This NSTA, Siemens Foundation,

and Discovery Education program
is designed to educate, empower, and engage students
and teachers nationwide to become “Agents of Change”
in identifying and solving environmental problems. The
challenge has been expanded to include high school
students to encourage all students to create replicable
solutions to environmental issues in their schools.

Toyota TAPESTRY Grants for Science Teachers
Deadline February 23

Website: tapestry.nsta.org

Toyota TAPESTRY recognizes outstanding K-12 science
teachers who are making a difference by demonstrating
excellence and creativity in science teaching. Fifty large
grants of $10,000 each will be awarded this year to

K-12 science teachers in the United States. To apply for
funding, qualified teachers must write a Toyota TAPESTRY
proposal according to the proposal requirements.

AAAS Leadership in Science Education Prize for High
School Teachers

Deadline May 27

Website: www.aaas.org/aboutaaas/awards

The American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) Leadership in Science Education Prize for High
School Teachers recognizes high school science teachers
for the development and implementation of innovative
methods for teaching and encouraging the next generation
of scientists. Teachers must be currently employed as a
science instructor in a public or private school for grades
9-12 in the United States or its territories. Teachers must
be nominated by an administrator within their school,
district or state. The winner will receive a $1,000 cash
prize to support the development and continuation

of the strategy, activity or program. Additionally, an
announcement will be published in the AAAS website and
in Science magazine and the winner will receive a one-
year institutional subscription to Science magazine.

Planet Connect

Deadline: February 1

Do you know high school students who are passionate
about improving wildlife habitats or conserving natural
resources? Planet Connect can help them take their ideas
from concept to reality! Planet Connect is offering $1,000
grants to support students to implement a project in their
school or community and to participate in a local internship
focused on wildlife conservation or natural resources.
Learn more at: planet-connect.org/2011wcgrants.

2011 Professional Development
Grants

Deadline: February 1, 2011
Interested in enhancing your
understanding of the living world
and learning to teach about wildlife
conservation in your subject area?

Classroom Earth is supporting middle

and high school teachers around

the country who are eager to make

wildlife conservation part of their curriculum. Classroom
Earth’s 2011 Professional Development Grants will enable
applicants to take one six-week online course offered

by the Wildlife Conservation Society to create a strong
foundation in wildlife conservation. Visit ClassroomEarth.
org/2011wcgrants for more information.

2011 Thacher Environmental Research Contest
Deadline: April 11, 2011

The 2011 Thacher Environmental Research Contest,
sponsored by the Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies, challenges high school students to conduct
innovative research on our changing planet using the
latest geospatial tools and data. The best projects will
win $2,000 for first

place, $1,000 for second

place and $500 for

third place. Winners will

also be featured in an

Encyclopedia of Earth

article. In addition to the

student prizes, teachers

of winning students or

teams will receive a $200

Amazon.com gift card.



NACEE

UPDATE

i Nebraska’s Environmental

Literacy Plan Update

Over the last year and one-half, NACEE
spearheaded efforts to develop a
Nebraska Environmental Literacy Plan

grant. Over this time frame stakeholder
meetings were held across Nebraska

in Scottsbluff, North Platte, Grand
Island, Lincoln, Omaha, Valentine, Norfolk and Wayne.
Over 110 individuals participated in these meetings
representing classroom educators, college professors in
teacher preparation programs, nature centers, government
agencies, conservation and agricultural organizations, and
non-profits.

The purpose of the Nebraska Environmental Literacy
Plan is to develop a comprehensive strategy, linked with
state educational standards and curricula that will foster
environmental literacy and a culture of conservation and
land stewardship for Nebraskans.

There are ten elements to Nebraska’s ELP:

1) Identifying specific content standards, content areas,
and courses or subjects where instruction will take place.
2) ldentifying how state graduation requirements can
ensure that graduates are environmentally literate.

3) Providing professional development for teachers to
improve their environmental knowledge and skills.

4) ldentifying how implementation of the plan and its
impact on environmental literacy can be measured.

5) Identifying how the Department of Education can
secure funding and support to implement the plan.

6) Identifying how schools can incorporate environmentally
sensitive practices.

7) Identifying how other local school policies and practices
can support environmental literacy.

8) Providing resources, programs, partnerships,
information and training opportunities for teachers to
encourage and support environmental education.

9) Providing resources and training opportunities to
support non-formal environmental educators.

10) Developing a plan that creates opportunities to
strengthen the public’s understanding, appreciation, and
stewardship of natural resources.

The Executive Summary and full report are available on
NACEE’s website: www.nacee.org.

Nebraska’s Environmental Literacy
Plan Effort Receives Nebraska

Environmental Trust PIE Grant

A $1,100 Nebraska Environmental Trust PIE Grant,
administered by the Nebraska Academy of Sciences, was
awarded to NACEE to help cover costs in our continuing
efforts to promote and gather additional input into the
Nebraska Environmental Literacy Plan. Plans are to
present the ELP to the Nebraska Association of Resource
Districts, the Nebraska School Administrators Association,
the Nebraska Association of School Boards and Nebraska
Legislature’s Education Committee.

We will also pursue input from youth organizations
including high school natural resource classes,
environmental clubs, FFA, 4-H, etc. Youth involvement
and input in the ELP is an important contribution in making
this a successful document.

These efforts will be used to strengthen the ELP and
make it even more valuable and pertinent to educators
and students. It is important that Nebraska’s youth gain
understanding of ecological systems and the impacts of
human activity on them. Environmental education will
help ensure Nebraska'’s children have the knowledge

and skills necessary to address these complex issues.
Environmental science and related education, rooted in
the kind of real-world immersion offered by environmental
education is essential to preparing out children to succeed
in the 21st century workplace.

The ELP is being developed in order to take advantage
of future federal funding. This funding is part of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Re-Authorization
Act in Congress.

Please contact Harry Heafer or Kathy Kropuenske if you
have questions about or are interested in providing input
into the ELP.




EE WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

WORKSHOPS

Project WILD

February 5

8am — noon

Location: Fontenelle Forest Nature
Center, Bellevue, NE

Cost: FREE

Contact: Lindsay Rogers, lindsay.
rogers@nebraska.gov

Learning with Nature and Using
Your Outdoor Classroom
February 5

9:00 am-4:00 pm

Location: Child Saving Institute 4545
Dodge Street Omaha, NE

Cost: $30

Registration form available at www.
natureexplore.org

Contact: Tara Hild at 402-467-6112
ext. 101

We Dig Dirt

February 5

9:00 am-4:00 pm

Location: Child Saving Institute 4545
Dodge Street Omaha, NE

Cost: $30

Registration form available at www.
natureexplore.org

Contact: Tara Hild at 402-467-6112
ext. 101

Project WILD

February 7 and 14

9:30am — 12:15pm

Location: University of Nebraska —
Lincoln

Contact: Lindsay Rogers, lindsay.
rogers@nebraska.gov

Project WILD

February 17 and 24

12:30-3:20pm

Location: University of Nebraska —
Lincoln

Contact: Lindsay Rogers, lindsay.
rogers@nebraska.gov

Biodiversirty Basics, PLT’s Focus
on Forests and PLT’s Forests of the
World

February 26

Location: Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium

9am — 3pm

Contact: Jennifer Swerczek, (402)
472-7765, jswerczek2@unl.edu

Growing Up WILD and PLT
Environmental Experiences for Early
Childhood

March 5

9a.m.—-1p.m. (MST)

Location: Lake McConaughy Water
Interpretive Center, Ogallala

Cost: Free, $20 refundable deposit
required

Contact: Amanda Filipi, (308) 220-
0052, amanda.filipi@rmbo.org

Project Learning Tree: Early
Experiences and Growing Up WILD
March 24

9am — 3pm

Location: Chalco Hills Recreation
Area, Omaha

Contact: Heather Guthridge,
(402)315-1777 or hguthridge@
papionrd.org

Project WILD

March 25

9am — 3pm

Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, Gretna
Contact: Lindsay Rogers, lindsay.
rogers@nebraska.gov

Project WET and WOW! The
Wonders of Wetlands

March 26

8:30-4:30

Location: Nebraska Nature and Visitor
Center, Alda

Cost: FREE, $20 refundable deposit
required

Stipend available: $50 stipend for
eligible educators

Contact: Jennifer Swerczek, (402)
472-7765, jswerczek2@unl.edu

PLT/WET/WILD/LEP Workshop
April 5, 7,&12, 2011

9:30am -noon

Location: Creighton University
Cost: $20.00

Contact: cjacobsen@papionrd.org

Choosing Effective Indoor and
Outdoor Materials & The Arts and
Nature

April 16

9:00 am-4:00 pm

Location: Child Saving Institute,
Omaha

Cost: $30 per workshop
Registration form available at www.
natureexplore.org

Contact: Tara Hild at 402-467-6112
ext. 101

Discover a Watershed: The
Missouri River

May 5 — May 6

Workshop will begin on May 5th with
registration at 3 p.m. Workshop will
conclude at 5 p.m. on May 6th.
Location: Ponca State Park

Cost: Free and registration includes
lodging and meals, $20 refundable
deposit required

Stipend Available: $50 stipend for
eligible educators

Contact: Jennifer Swerczek, (402)
472-7765, jswerczek2@unl.edu




EE WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

The Importance of Visual-Spatial
Learning & Moving to Learn

May 21

9:00 am-4:00 pm

Location: Child Saving Institute,
Omaha

Cost: $30 per workshop
Registration form available at www.
natureexplore.org

Contact: Tara Hild at 402-467-6112

Documenting Children’s Learning
with Nature & Supporting the
Visual-Spatial Learner

June 18

9:00 am-4:00 pm

Location: Child Saving Institute,
Omaha

Cost: $30 per workshop
Registration form available at www.
natureexplore.org

Contact: Tara Hild at 402-467-6112

Outdoor Skills Camp

June 13-15

4-H Camp, Halsey

Website: www.outdoornebraska.
ne.gov/hunting/programs/education/
summer_camps.asp

Contact: Aaron Hershberger, (402)
471-6144, aaron.hershberger@
nebraska.gov

Legacy Education and
Environmental Discovery (LEED)
June 21-23

Location: Northeast Nebraska,
location TBA

Contact: Jamie Bachmann, 370-3370

EVENTS

Bird Banding

February 5

8:30-11am

Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, Gretna

Cost: FREE

Contact: Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, 402-
332-3901

Bird Banding

March 5

8:30-11am

Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, Gretna

Cost: FREE

Contact: Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium, 402-
332-3901

Rivers and Wildlife Celebration
March 18-20

Holiday Inn Convention Center,
Kearney

Cost: $20-$100

Contact: www.nebraska.audubon.org

Wild Experience Room

March 19

Holiday Inn Convention Center

Cost: FREE

Contact: www.nebraska.audubon.org

Platte River EXPO

April 20-21

Platte River State Park, Louisville
Contact: www.outdoornebraska.
ne.gov/ODP

Earth Day Omaha

April 23, 2011

12-8pm

Elmwood Park

Cost: FREE
www.earthdayomaha.com

Lawrence Youngman Park Kick-off
May 1

2-4pm

192nd & Dodge, Omaha.

Fishing, games and lots of activities
will be available

Water Works Field Days

May 3 & 4, 2011

10am-1:30pm

Schramm State Park, Gretna

For 5th grade students in Douglas &
Sarpy Counties

Cost: $1.00/per student

Must pre-register as a class/school
Contact: cjacobsen@papionrd.org

Kearney EXPO

May 12 -13

Fort Kearney, Kearney

A great learning opportunity for 4th
and 5th grade classrooms.
Contact: www.outdoornebraska.
ne.gov/ODP

Free Fishing and State Park Entry
Day

May 21

No fishing licenses or park passes
required for anyone this day only!
Check with your local state park for
more information on activities and
events during the day.

State Envirothon

May 7,

Western Nebraska, location TBA
Contact: Alyssa Smola, asmola@
nrdnet.org

Let EE Connections,

and the NACEE website,
advertise for you. E-mail
event details including

title, date, time, location,
and contact information

to Lindsay Rogers at
lindsayannrogers@
nebraska.gov. Submissions
accepted constantly.




