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Introduction

In 2005, Nebraska’s conservation and education community completed the state’s first
Environmental Education Master Plan — a historic achievement. The Master Plan was
developed from input received from over 185 Nebraskans who attended more than a dozen
public input meetings, participated in personal interviews, and completed surveys. The
planning process spanned nearly four years and was coordinated by the Nebraska Alliance of
Conservation and Environment Education (NACEE). The resulting Master Plan provides a
visionary and far-reaching blueprint for Nebraska that can be used by organizations, agencies,
policy makers, and the public to better focus and coordinate environmental education efforts.

The University of Nebraska in collaboration with NACEE conducted Nebraskas first survey of
conservation and environmental literacy in 2003. Although the results showed that Nebraskans
strongly support environmental education and are committed to a healthy environment,

there are some critical knowledge gaps. The Environmental Education Master Plan addresses
these gaps and secks a more unified approach to conservation and environmental education in
Nebraska. The complete Environmental Education Master Plan and Environmental Literacy
Survey are available from NACEE at wwuw.nacee.org.

Environmental Education - is a learning process that increases peoples knowledge and
awareness about the environment and associated challenges, develops the necessary skills
and expertise to address the challenges, and fosters attitudes, motivations, and commirments
to make informed decisions and take responsible action.

Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (1996)

Organization

The Nebraska Alliance for Conservation and Environment Education (NACEE) is a volunteer-
driven 501(c)(3) organization that exists to promote conservation and environment education in
Nebraska. The organization is overseen by a 12-member Board of Directors. Sponsored projects
include conferences, newsletters, a statewide environmental literacy survey, and the strategic
planning process outlined in this document. For further information regarding NACEE, please
visit www. nacee.org.

Mission

To facilitate and promote conservation and environment education for all Nebraska.

vVision
NACEE seeks to foster an environmentally literate citizenry in Nebraska and to serve as a leader
in conservation and environmental education.
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Goal and Objectives of Environmental
Education Master Plan

Goal

Advance understanding of the conservation, restoration, and protection of Nebraska’s natural
environment by providing a blueprint to improve, build, and promote quality conservation and
environmental education in Nebraska.

Objective 1
Increase the opportunities for Nebraska residents of all ages to enhance their
awareness and understanding of Nebraska’s natural heritage.

Objective 2

Increase funding for environmental education in Nebraska.

Objective 3
Promote collaboration and partnerships among a diversity of environmental
education stakeholders.

Objective 4

Ensure that environmental education reflects Nebraska’s ethnic and cultural diversity.

Objective 5

Improve the quality and accessibility of environmental education resources.

Objective 6
Increase the number of formal educators from all disciplines who have the knowledge,
time, skills, and confidence to integrate environmental education into their curricula.

Objective 7
Increase the number of non-formal educators from all disciplines who have the
knowledge, skills, and confidence to participate in environmental education.

Objective 8
Encourage and assist in the development of cross-disciplinary and Nebraska-specific
environmental education curricula and materials.

Objective 9
Develop a strong communication system that will allow environmental educators to
communicate with each other and to obtain information about new and existing
environmental education resources.

Objective 10
Encourage monitoring and evaluation of environmental education effectiveness
and outcomes.

Plan Implementation and Evaluation

This plan will be widely distributed to organizations, agencies, and individuals who are

key to successful implementation in Nebraska. NACEE will convene an ad hoc evaluation
committee that will be responsible for reporting progress on implementation of the master
plan. The evaluation committee will meet annually, a more extensive evaluation of the plan will
be done at five year intervals, and adaptive management will be used to update the plan.



